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‘‘Mere words cannot express the outrage 

and disgust we doubtless all feel for the vile 

actions perpetrated in our host country, the 

United States. I condemn in the strongest 

possible terms these heinous acts of ter-

rorism. I pray for those who lost their lives 

and on behalf of the General Assembly offer 

our deepest condolences to the families and 

loved ones of the innocent victims. 

These terrorist crimes were, in effect, acts 

of war against all the world’s peace-loving 

peoples. Their primary target was, by a vi-

cious twist of fate, located in the very city, 

which is home to the world’s foremost insti-

tution dedicated to promoting world peace. 

No terrorists can ever deflect this body from 

the task to which it has dedicated itself 

since 1945—ending the scourge of war in 

whatever form it may take once and for all.’’ 

The United Nations Security Council has, 

in the meantime, acted decisively, at the ini-

tiative of the United States. The General As-

sembly, in a rare show of unity, is delib-

erating and adopting measures to eliminate 

international terrorism. Ladies and Gentle-

men, these were some of the thoughts that 

are uppermost in my mind these turbulent 

days following the Day of Terror. 

Had I been delivering these remarks a 

month ago, however, my belief in the impor-

tance of the work of the Yale-China Associa-

tion would have been no less sincere. The 

tragic events we have all recently wit-

nessed—and developments yet to unfold—in-

ject a new sense of urgency into the continu-

ation of the Yale-China traditions that we 

honor here tonight. In times such as these, it 

is more important than ever to strengthen 

those impulses and institutions that refute 

the power of violence, ignorance, and mutual 

hostility among peoples. On the global scale, 

these institutions include the United Na-

tions, which I have the honor to serve, and 

the many multilateral efforts to ensure 

peace and security under its auspices. But no 

less significantly, they include private asso-

ciations of compassionate, committed indi-

viduals reaching out beyond their own bor-

ders and working to make the world a more 

tolerant, peaceful, and enlightened place. 

Among such associations, the Yale-China As-

sociation has been both a pioneer and an ex-

ample for others for the past century. The 

Yale-China Association is a banner organiza-

tion of quality and success. 

Close to one year ago, I had the pleasure of 

working with Nancy Chapman and members 

of her staff at the Yale-China Association to 

organize and to host the visit of Madame 

Chen Zhili, Minister of Education of the Peo-

ple’s Republic of China. Minister Chen was 

the highest ranking member of the Chinese 

government ever to visit Yale. On that occa-

sion, I was tremendously impressed by the 

efficiency and dedication of the Yale-China 

staff. The success of this visit paved the way 

for the extraordinarily warm welcome ex-

tended to President Levin and his delegation 

this past May in Beijing. It is thus a special 

pleasure to return this evening to be with 

you all to celebrate the hundredth anniver-

sary of this extraordinary organization, 

which has contributed so much to the life of 

Yale University and relations between China 

and the United States. 

We are gathered to salute one of the great 

international endeavors of the past century. 

Before there was a Rockefeller Foundation, a 

United Nations, or a Peace Corps, there was 

the Yale-China Association. Growing from 

missionary roots amid the optimism and 

self-confidence of Yale’s bicentennial cele-

bration in 1901, Yale-China soon evolved into 

a bicultural educational enterprise that re-

flected Yale’s spirit of intellectual tolerance 

and openness. In the process, Yale-China cul-

tivated its own traditions of compassion, 

cultural sensitivity, and selfless service for 

the benefit of others. It is those traditions 

which we celebrate this evening. 

Of course, China—indeed, our entire 

world—is a very different place today from 

what it was a century ago. Who in 1901 could 

have foretold the extraordinary changes 

China has undergone? Who even a decade or 

two ago would have predicted China’s recent 

advances in economic development and edu-

cation?

Since its founding a century ago, the Yale- 

China Association has been engaging young 

Chinese and American people and equipping 

them with both an appreciation for and the 

cross-cultural tools essential to successful 

world citizenship. Today’s instantaneous 

transmission of ideas and images brings the 

world closer together, yet it cannot replace 

the life-changing power of a single intense, 

personal encounter between people of dif-

ferent cultural traditions. Many of you—Chi-

nese and Americans—have been touched by 

Yale-China and can testify to its extraor-

dinary power in your lives. These encounters 

are important not only for the individuals 

involved, but for the broader cause of inter-

national understanding which forms the nec-

essary foundation for peace. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Friends, 

People come and go, but our institutions 

and traditions endure. Tonight, let us each 

commit ourselves with pride to strength-

ening those institutions within our world 

that have sustained hope and our shared hu-

manity. Let us transform our sorrow of the 

day of Terror and its aftermath into a re-

newed resolve, and our loss into a gain for a 

humanity free of terrorism. 

I congratulate the Yale-China Association 

on its hundredth birthday and all of its ac-

complishments since its birth here in New 

Haven—the students educated, the lives 

saved, the suspicions and animosities dis-

pelled and the spirit enriched. May Yale-Chi-

na’s work and traditions continue as shining 

light for many generations into the future! 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS 

IN HONORING THE CREW AND 

PASSENGERS OF UNITED AIR-

LINES FLIGHT 93 

SPEECH OF

HON. ERNIE FLETCHER 
OF KENTUCKY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 5, 2001 

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Florida for his work on the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to encourage my 
colleagues to vote for this measure; and I real-
ly do not think it will take a lot of encourage-
ment because we have had an overwhelming 
expression of enthusiasm regarding those on 
United Airlines Flight 93 and their heroic activi-
ties. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a resolution expressing 
a sense of Congress that a memorial plaque 
be established on the grounds of the Capitol. 
It is an expression of our thanks and condo-
lences to the passengers and crew of Flight 
93. 

I also want to thank my Legislative Director, 
Phillip Brown, who has worked very hard to 
get this done. I think it will be great for pos-
terity as they see a plaque that honors those 
on Flight 93 who I do believe had a significant 
part in probably saving our Capitol. 

On September 11, United Airlines Flight 93, 
piloted by Captain James Dahl, departed from 
Newark International Airport at 8:01 a.m. on a 
routine flight to San Francisco with six other 
crew members and 38 passengers on board. 
Shortly after departure, the flight was hijacked- 
by terrorists. 

The hijacking was one of four, as we all re-
member, on the morning of September 11. We 
all remember that date because it was a hor-
rible day and a turning point in our nation’s 
history. Four of our own planes were hijacked 
and targeted on buildings that define our na-
tion and symbolize our freedom and values 
and symbolize our nation’s economic and mili-
tary strength. Three of these planes hit their 
marks, resulting in an incomprehensible trag-
edy and loss of innocent life on a scale not 
seen in this country since the Civil War. 

We know that the passengers and crew 
learned through cellular phone conversations 
with loved ones on the ground of the delib-
erate acts of destruction and murder occurring 
in New York City and Washington, D.C., and 
that hijacked aircraft had been used in these 
terrorist acts of war. 

During these phone conversations, several 
of the passengers indicated that there was an 
agreement among the passengers and crew to 
try to overpower the hijackers who had taken 
over the aircraft. It is believed that it was this 
effort to overpower the hijackers that caused 
Flight 93 to crash at 10:37 a.m. in south-
western Pennsylvania near Schwenksville, 
short of what is believed to have been its in-
tended target, Washington, D.C., and prob-
ably, this very Capitol building we stand in 
today. 

The efforts of these individuals on this plane 
heroically limited the damage the terrorists 
could inflict, losing their lives for their country 
in the process. We owe the passengers and 
the crew our gratitude and our honor. 

The participants of the resistance on board 
Flight 93 showed selfless courage and patriot-
ism: 

Passengers like Todd Beamer, whose 
young widow is here today in Washington. He 
told a telephone operator how much he loved 
his expecting wife and two sons, and he 
asked her to call them. He asked her to pray 
the Lord’s Prayer and Psalm 23 with him. He 
told her, ‘‘I am going to have to go out in 
faith,’’ and his now famous words ‘‘Let’s roll’’ 
have become a rallying cry in America. 

Passengers like Tom Burnett, who left what 
he knew would be likely his last conversation 
with his wife saying, ‘‘Okay, we are going to 
do something.’’ 

Passengers like Jeremy Glick, who told his 
wife that the passengers and crew had taken 
a vote and agreed to try to take back the 
plane. 

Crew members like Sandra Bradshaw, who 
told her husband of the plan to rush the hi-
jackers and take back control of the plane, 
and that she was boiling water to use as a 
weapon against the terrorists. 
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The passengers and crew, all of whom are 

survived by loved ones, husbands, wives, chil-
dren, and parents, very likely averted the de-
struction of the U.S. Capitol and the symbol 
this institution has become for the democratic 
process of government, and in the process, 
saving hundreds, perhaps thousands of lives. 

By their heroic acts, the Statue of Freedom 
still stands at the top of our noble dome, and 
the light of freedom still shines brightly here in 
the Capitol. 

This resolution expresses the sense of Con-
gress that a memorial plaque to honor Captain 
Jason Dahl, First Officer Leroy Homer, flight 
attendants Lorraine G. Bay, Sandra W. Brad-
shaw, Wanda A. Green, Ceecee Lyles, Debo-
rah A. Welch, passengers Christian Adams, 
Todd Beamer, Alan Beaven, Mark Bingham, 
Thomas Burnett, William Cashman, Georgine 
Corrigan, Patricia Cushing, Joseph DeLuca, 
Patrick Driscoll, Edward Felt, Jane C. Folger, 
Colleen Fraser, Andrew Garcia, Jeremy Glick, 
Christine Gould, Lauren Grandcolas, Donald 
Greene, Linda Gronlund, Richard Guadagno, 
Toshiya Kuge, Hilda Marcin, Waleska Mar-
tinez, Nicole Miller, Louis J. Nacke, Donald 
Peterson, Jean Peterson, Mark Rothenberg, 
Christine Snyder, John Talignani, and Honor 
Elizabeth Wainio. 

This plaque should be crafted and placed 
here on the grounds of the United States Cap-
itol expressing our thanks and condolences; 
and a copy of the plaque, together with a copy 
of this resolution from the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD, should be sent to a designated sur-
vivor of each victim. 

I am confident with the passage of this reso-
lution that the Speaker of the House, the 
House minority, the Senate Majority Leader, 
and the Senate Minority Leader will ask and 
direct the Architect of the Capitol to begin 
plans for design, crafting, and placement of 
this plaque as soon as possible. 

I also want to thank my colleagues for their 
support of this resolution. After this vote, I in-
tend to send a letter to the leadership regard-
ing this sense of Congress, and I invite my 
colleagues to join me. 
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IN HONOR OF RENAE SMITH 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2001 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of 
Renae Smith in recognition of her outstanding 
work on behalf of children. 

Renae Smith comes from generations of 
those who have been involved and have al-
ways contributed to their community in some 
form or fashion. Throughout the years she has 
dedicated her time to charitable and volunteer 
work. 

She began her involvement in the commu-
nity during the 1960’s as a member of Brook-
lyn C.O.R.E. While working at Kingsboro Jew-
ish Medical Center, in the Telecommunications 
Department, she served as a member of the 
Executive Hearings and Appeals Board on 
both Hospital and Guild Divisions for 1199 
Hospital Union. She also served as a member 
of the Chapter Hearing and Appeals Board 

within the Hospital. In addition, Renae has 
served as a delegate to several departments 
of Kingsbrook, as well as, borough representa-
tive for all Brooklyn Hospitals with an 1199 af-
filiation. Renae also has worked in real estate 
marketing and sales in addition to having an 
appraisal background from New York Univer-
sity. 

In 1987, Renae, became a member of Saint 
Mary Episcopal Church joining the Episcopal 
Church women’s group and serving on the 
Altar Guild. In 1990, Renae served as the Vice 
President of the Crown Heights Kiwanis Club 
International. She helped focus the efforts of 
the club on the needs of children. Under 
Renae’s guidance, the organization became 
involved with Magnolia Tree—A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn Project. The project involved 100 
international children working to improve and 
enhance the beauty by planting trees. 

Renae became a licensed Foster Parent 
with the Richard Allen Center on Life Agency 
in 1994. She received her twin boys in early 
1996 and was appointed to the executive 
board of Foster and Adoptive Parents Asso-
ciation. Continuing to be a Foster Parent in 
1996, Renae came to the Central Brooklyn 
Coordinating Council—CBCC. In 1997, Renae 
was appointed to the Executive Board for Fos-
ter and Adoptive Parents Association locally. 
Recently, Renae was appointed to serve on 
the By-laws Committee, for Eureka Grand 
Chapter in 1998 OESPHA. 

Renae is currently an Executive Board 
member of the New York State Foster and 
Adoptive Parents Association as Chairperson 
of Community Development. She is a member 
of International and National Foster Parents 
Association and a candidate for Regional II 
Vice-President. Renae is an advisor to the 
Forestdale Family Service Agency, Little Flow-
er Family Service Agency and Foster and 
Adoptive Parent Association Board Locals. 
She has facilitated many workshops on Foster 
and Adoptive Care in School District 17. 
Renae is also an Executive Board Member of 
Community Board 17 serving on the Education 
and Commerce Committees. She is Chair of 
the Foster Care Sub-committee under the So-
cial Services Committees. While working tire-
lessly on behalf of her community, Renae has 
also raised her daughter. She has been 
blessed by the success of her daughter and 
her daughter’s dedication to give back to the 
community in any way that she can. 

Mr. Speaker, Renae Smith is committed to 
serving children and her community. As such, 
she is more than worthy of receiving our rec-
ognition today and I urge my colleagues to 
join me in honoring this truly remarkable 
woman. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ 
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2001 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from this chamber on De-
cember 5, 2001 when rollcall votes Nos. 469, 
470, 471, 472, 473, 474 and rollcall vote 475 
were cast. I want the record to show that had 

I been present in this chamber at the time 
these votes were cast, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 469, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
vote 470, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 471, ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall vote 472, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 473, 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 474, and ‘‘yea’’ on roll-
call vote 475. 
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TRIBUTE TO FRANCIS AND JEAN 

DOMENIGONI, 2001 DISTIN-

GUISHED CITIZENS GOOD SCOUT 

OF THE YEAR AWARD 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2001 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a couple whose dedication to 
the community and to the overall well-being of 
California’s Inland Empire is unparalleled. On 
December 11, 2001, Francis and Jean 
Domenigoni will be honored as Distinguished 
Citizens for the Good Scout of the Year 
Award. 

The Domenigoni family is one of the oldest 
pioneering families in the region. They share a 
history that is as rich as the soil in which they 
have farmed for over five generations. Angelo 
Domenigoni, along with his brother Peter and 
a friend named Gaudenzio Garbani, immi-
grated to this great nation in 1874. The patri-
arch of the family, Angelo, arrived in ‘‘Pleasant 
Valley’’, now known as Winchester in 1879, 
and set the Domenigoni family on the road to 
achieving the American Dream. Through hard 
work and dedication he and his wife, Maria 
Antonia established a life that was blessed 
with seven children: Antonio, Natal, Peter, 
Jack, Rita, Serafina and Dominica. Antonio 
married Dominica Fiscalini and they had five 
beautiful children of their own; Angelo, 
Francis, Julia, Fred, and Elsa. All five children 
were born and raised on the ranch. Fred and 
Francis Domenigoni carried on the family 
farming operation all of their lives. 

Francis Domenigoni married Jean Connell, 
a member of the Garbani Family. Continuing 
in the tradition of his parents, Francis and 
Jean raised five children; Richard, Larry, Don-
ald, Andy, and Steve. Together with his son, 
Andy, Francis managed the family’s farming 
and ranching business for twenty years. In 
1997, Francis passed away, leaving his wife 
Jean, his sons, and grandchildren to carry on 
the family legacy. 

For the past fifty years, the Domenigoni 
Family has been a major sponsor and contrib-
utor to the Junior Livestock Auction and Farm-
ers Fair. Active members in the Riverside 
County Farm Bureau, they support the Win-
chester Harvesters and Pleasant Valley 4H 
Programs. The Domenigoni’s have also 
opened their ranch for the past decade for a 
riding event to support the Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation and American Disabilities Associa-
tion. The family also recently dedicated a 
building shell for the Winchester Community 
Center and Recreation Facility. 

The Domenigonis continue to endorse high-
er education by sponsoring the UC Riverside 
Foundation, the Mt. San Jacinto College Foun-
dation, and providing annual scholarships to 
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